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DETAILED ACTION 

L The current office-action is in response to the application filed on 4/2/04. 
Accordingly, Claims 1-62 are pending for further examination as follows: 

Priority 

II. Receipt is acknowledged of papers submitted under 35 U.S.C. 1 19(a)-(d), which papers 
have been placed of record in the file. 

Information Disclosure Statement 

III. The Information Disclosure statement (IDS) submitted is in compliance with the 
provisions of 37 CFR 1.97. Accordingly, the examiner has considered the information disclosure 
statements. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

IV. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent granted on an 
application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent, except 
that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 351(a) shall have the effects for purposes 
of this subsection of an application filed in the United States only if the international application designated the 
United States and was published under Article 21(2) of such treaty in the English language. 

V. Claims 1-62 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102 (e) as being anticipated by Nykanen et al. 
[US 20020173295] 
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As per claim 1, Nykanen teaches: 

A mobile station for managing context-related information (Abstract, Pg.l; 0007, Pg.7; 
0119), wherein the mobile station comprises: 

A context engine capable of storing context-related information based upon at least a 
portion of at least one condition, (Pg.8; 0124-0127) 

Wherein the context engine is also capable of managing an exchange of the context- 
related information with at least one context consumer; (Pg.8; 0128-0130) and 

A communication manager capable of communicating with at least one context consumer 
for the exchange of context-related information, at least one context consumer being located 
external to the mobile station. (Pg.8; 0131) 

As per claim 2, Nykanen teaches: 

A mobile station according to claim 1, wherein the context engine comprises: 

A blackboard capable of storing the context-related information; (Pg.8; 0124-0125) and 

A subscription manager capable of providing at least one subscription to at least a portion 

of the context-related information to at least one context consumer. (140; Fig. 2A, Pg.8; 0124) 

As per claim 3, Nykanen teaches: 

A mobile station according to claim 2, wherein the context-related information is capable 
of being at least one of retrieved from and stored by the blackboard. (Pg.8; 0124-0125) 



As per claim 4, Nykanen teaches: 
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A mobile station according to claim 1, wherein the context-related information is stored 
as at least one context atom that comprises at least a name and an associated value. (Pg.8; 0124- 
0125) 

As per claim 5, Nykanen teaches: t 

A mobile station according to claim 4, wherein the at least one context atom further 
comprises at least one of a timestamp, a source identifier, a reliability of the respective value, 
and an accuracy of the respective value. (Pg.8; 0132) 

As per claim 6, Nykanen teaches: 

A mobile station according to claim 5, wherein at least a portion of the context-related 
information is based upon at least one of a timestamp, a source identifier, a reliability of the 
respective value, and an accuracy of the respective value. (Pg.8; 0132) 

As per claim 7, Nykanen teaches: 

A mobile station according to claim 1 further comprising: a subscription manager capable 
of permitting at least one context consumer to subscribe to at least one event regarding at least a 
portion of the context-related information. (Pg.8; 0120, 0124) 

As per claim 8, Nykanen teaches: 

A mobile station according to claim 1, wherein the context engine is capable storing 
context-related information from at least one context producer, and wherein the at least one 
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context producer comprises at least one of an application internal to the mobile station, an 
application external to the mobile station and a user of the mobile station. (Pg.8; 0132) 

As per claim 9, Nykanen teaches: 

A mobile station according to claim 1 further comprising: at least one sensor capable of 
measuring at least a portion of at least one condition of at least one of the mobile station and a 
user of the mobile station. (Pg-7; 01 16-0117) 

As per claim 10, Nykanen teaches: 

A mobile station according to claim 9, wherein the at least one sensor is further capable 
of processing the portion of the at least one condition into context-related information. (Pg.7; 
0116-0117) 

As per claim 11, Nykanen teaches: 

A mobile station according to claim 1 further comprising: a privacy engine capable of 
providing at least a portion of at least one of security and privacy to the exchange of the context- 
related information. (Pg.9; 0134) 

As per claim 12, Nykanen teaches: 

A mobile station according to claim 1 1, wherein the privacy engine is capable of 
operating in accordance with at least one rule to one of grant and deny permission to exchange 
context-related information with at least one context consumer. (Pg.8; 0130, Pg.9; 0134) 
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As per claim 13, Nykanen teaches: 

A mobile station according to claim 1, wherein the communication manager is capable of 
managing connectivity with at least one context producer for the exchange of context-related 
information, and wherein the communication manager is further capable of abstracting at least 
one communication technology such that the context engine is capable of operating independent 
of the at least one communication technology. (Pg.10; 0153) 

As per claim 14, Nykanen teaches: 

A mobile station according to claim 1, wherein the context engine is capable of 
transmitting at least a portion of the context-related information to at least one context consumer 
external to the mobile station such that the at least one context consumer is capable of 
determining a context of the mobile station based upon the transmitted portion of the context- 
related information. (Pg.9; 0133) 

As per claim 15, Nykanen teaches: 

A mobile station according to claim 1, wherein the context engine is capable of 
communicating with at least one external device according to a context exchange protocol that 
defines a format in which the context-related information is at least one of transmitted and 
received. (Pg.10; 0154) 

As per claim 16, Nykanen teaches: 
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A mobile station according to claim 1 further comprising: a script engine capable of 
executing at least a portion of at least one context rule relating to at least a portion of the context- 
related information, wherein the at least one context rule is capable of comprising at least a 
portion of at least one condition, and wherein the script engine is capable of executing at least 
one context rule when the respective portion of the at least one condition is satisfied. (Pg.10; 
0154) 

As per claim 17, Nykanen teaches: 

A mobile station according to claim 16, wherein the at least one context rule is also 
capable of including at least one action to be performed when the respective portion of the at 
least one condition is satisfied. (Pg.10; 0154) 

As per claim 18, Nykanen teaches: 

A mobile station according to claim 17, wherein a context consumer comprises an 
application for monitoring a health of a user of the mobile station, wherein at least one context 
rule relates to the health of the user, and wherein the respective at least one context rule 
comprises at least a portion of at least one condition relating to the health of the user, and an alert 
to be issued when the respective portion of the at least one condition is satisfied. (Pg.7; 01 15, 
0117) 



As per claim 19, Nykanen teaches: 
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A mobile station according to claim 1 further comprising: at least one application 
program interface capable of facilitating at least one of the transmission and reception of context- 
related information. (Pg.10; 0154) 

As per claim 20, Nykanen teaches: 

A communications system (Abstract, Pg.l; 0007, Pg.7; 01 19) comprising: 

At least one context producer capable of creating context-related information; (Pg.5; 

0092-0094) 

At least one context consumer capable of determining a context based upon the context- 
related information; (Pg.8; 0128-0130) and 

A mobile station capable of storing context-related information created by the at least one 
context producer, wherein the mobile station is also capable of managing an exchange of the 
context-related information between the at least one context producer and the at least one context 
consumer. (Pg.5; 0092-0094) 

As per claim 21, Nykanen teaches: 

A communications system according to claim 20, wherein the mobile station comprises a 
context engine capable of storing the context-related information, and providing at least one 
subscription to at least a portion of the context-related information to the at least one context 
consumer. (Pg.8; 0128-0130) 
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As per claim 22, Nykanen teaches: 

A communications system according to claim 21, wherein the context-related information 
is capable of being at least one of retrieved from and stored by the context engine. (Pg.8; 0128- 
0130) 

As per claim 23, Nykanen teaches: 

A communications system according to claim 20, wherein the mobile station is capable of 
storing context-related information as at least one context atom that comprises at least a name 
and an associated value. (Pg.8; 0125) 

As per claim 24, Nykanen teaches: 

A communications system according to claim 23, wherein the mobile station is capable of 
storing context-related information as at least one context atom that further comprises at least 
one of a timestamp, a source identifier, a reliability of the respective value, and an accuracy of 
the respective value. (Pg.8; 0132) 

As per claim 25, Nykanen teaches: 

A communications system according to claim 24, wherein at least a portion of the 
context-related information is based upon at least one of a timestamp, a source identifier, a 
reliability of the respective value, and an accuracy of the respective value. (Pg.8; 0132) 
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As per claim 26, Nykanen teaches: 

A communications system according to claim 20, wherein the mobile station comprises a 
subscription manager capable of permitting at least one context consumer to subscribe to at least 
one event regarding at least a portion of the context-related information. (Pg.8; 0133) 

As per claim 27, Nykanen teaches: 

A communications system according to claim 20, wherein the at least one context 
producer comprises at least one of an application internal to the mobile station, an application 
external to the mobile station and a user of the mobile station. (Pg.7; 0117-0118, Pg.8; 0131) 

As per claim 28, Nykanen teaches: 

A communications system according to claim 20, wherein the at least one context 
producer comprises at least one sensor capable of measuring at least a portion of at least one 
condition of at least one of the mobile station and a user of the mobile station. (Pg.7; 01 17-01 18, 
Pg.8; 0131) 

As per claim 29, Nykanen teaches: 

A communications system according to claim 28, wherein the at least one sensor is 
further capable of processing the portion of the at least one condition into context-related 
information. (Pg.7; 0117-0118, Pg.8; 0131) 
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As per claim 30, Nykanen teaches: 

A communications system according to claim 20, wherein the mobile station comprises a 
privacy engine capable of providing at least a portion of at least one of security and privacy to 
the exchange of the context-related information. (Pg.5; 0098) 

As per claim 31, Nykanen teaches: 

A communications system according to claim 30, wherein the privacy engine is capable 
of operating in accordance with at least one rule to one of grant and deny permission to exchange 
context-related information with the at least one context consumer. (Pg.5; 0098) 

As per claim 32, Nykanen teaches: 

A communications system according to claim 20, wherein the mobile station comprises a 
communication manager capable of managing connectivity with the at least one context producer 
for the exchange of context-related information, and wherein the communication manager is 
further capable of abstracting at least one communication technology such that the mobile station 
is capable of operating independent of the at least one communication technology. (Pg.10; 0153) 

As per claim 33, Nykanen teaches: 

A communications system according to claim 20, wherein the mobile station is capable of 
transmitting at least a portion of the context-related information to the at least one context 
consumer external to the mobile station such that the at least one context consumer is capable of 
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determining a context of the mobile station based upon the transmitted portion of the context- 
related information. (Pg.9; 0133) 

As per claim 34, Nykanen teaches: 

A communications system according to claim 20, wherein the mobile station is capable of 
communicating with at least one external device according to a context exchange protocol that 
defines a format in which the context-related information is at least one of transmitted and 
received. (Pg.l0;0154) 

As per claim 35, Nykanen teaches: 

A communications system according to claim 18, wherein the mobile station comprises a 
script engine capable of executing at least a portion of at least one context rule relating to at least 
a portion of the context-related information, wherein the at least one context rule is capable of 
comprising at least a portion of at least one condition, and wherein the script engine is capable of 
executing at least one context rule when the respective portion of the at least one condition is 
satisfied. (Pg.8; 0124, Pg.7; 0117-0118) 

As per claim 36, Nykanen teaches: 

A communications system according to claim 35, wherein the at least one context rule is 
also capable of including at least one action to be performed when the respective portion of the at 
least one condition is satisfied. (Pg.8; 0124, Pg.7; 01 17-0118) 
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As per claim 37, Nykanen teaches: 

A communications system according to claim 36, wherein a context consumer comprises 
an application for monitoring a health of a user of the mobile station, wherein at least one context 
rule relates to the health of the user, and wherein the respective at least one context rule 
comprises at least a portion of at least one condition relating to the health of the user, and an alert 
to be issued when the respective portion of the at least one condition is satisfied. (Pg.7; 0115, 
0117) 

As per claim 38, Nykanen teaches: 

A communications system according to claim 20, wherein the mobile station comprises at 
least one application program interface capable of facilitating at least one of the transmission and 
reception of context-related information. (Pg.10; 0154) 

As per claim 39, Nykanen teaches: 

A communications system according to claim 20 further comprising: at least one 
electronic device capable of communicating with the mobile station, wherein the at least one 
electronic device comprises a context engine capable of storing at least a portion of the context- 
related information stored by the mobile station. (Pg.8; 0124-0125) 

As per claim 40, Nykanen teaches: 
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A method of managing context-related information with a mobile station, (Abstract, Pg.l; 
0007, Pg.7; 01 19) wherein the method comprises: 

Measuring at least a portion of at least one condition; storing context-related information 
based upon the portion of the at least one condition; (Pg.8; 0124-0127) and 

Managing an exchange of the context-related information with at least one context 
consumer, wherein managing the exchange comprises: receiving a request for at least a portion 
of the context-related information from a context consumer; (Pg.8; 0128-0130) 

Determining whether to grant permission for the context consumer to receive the 
requested portion of the context-related information; and transmitting the requested portion of 
the context-related information when permission is granted. (Pg.5; 0098) 

As per claim 41, Nykanen teaches: 

A method according to claim 40, wherein managing an exchange of the context-related 
information further comprises: providing at least one subscription to at least a portion of the 
context-related information to the at least one context consumer. (140; Fig. 2 A, Pg.8; 0124) 

As per claim 42, Nykanen teaches: 

A method according to claim 40, wherein storing context-related information comprises 
storing context-related information as at least one context atom that comprises at least a name 
and an associated value. (Pg.8; 0125) 



As per claim 43, Nykanen teaches: 
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A method according to claim 42, wherein storing context-related information comprises 
storing context-related information as at least one context atom that further comprises at least 
one of a timestamp, a source identifier, a reliability of the respective value, and an accuracy of 
the respective value. (Pg.8; 0132) 

As per claim 44, Nykanen teaches: 

A method according to claim 43, wherein at least a portion-of the context-related 
information is based upon at least one of a timestamp, a source identifier, a reliability of the 
respective value, and an accuracy of the respective value. (Pg.8; 0132) 

As per claim 45, Nykanen teaches: 

A method according to claim 40, wherein measuring at least a portion of at least one 
condition comprises measuring at least a portion of at least one condition by at least one context 
producer comprising at least one of an application internal to the mobile station, an application 
external to the mobile station and a user of the mobile station. (Pg.7; 01 17-01 18, Pg.8; 0131) 

As per claim 46, Nykanen teaches: 

A method according to claim 40, wherein measuring at least a portion of at least one 
condition further comprises processing the portion of the at least one condition into context- 
related information. (Pg.7; 0117-0118, Pg.8; 0131) 



As per claim 47, Nykanen teaches: 
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A method according to claim 40, wherein determining whether to grant permission 
comprises determining whether to grant permission in accordance with at least one rule. (Pg.5; 
0098) 

As per claim 48, Nykanen teaches: 

A method according to claim 40, wherein transmitting the requested portion of the 
context-related information comprises transmitting the requested portion of the context-related 
information to at least one context consumer external to the mobile station such that the at least 
one context consumer is capable of determining a context of the mobile station based upon the 
transmitted portion of the context-related information. (Pg.9; 0133) 

As per claim 49, Nykanen teaches: 

A method according to claim 40, wherein managing an exchange of the context-related 
information further comprises: executing at least one context rule relating to at least a portion of 
the context-related information, wherein the at least one context rule is capable of comprising at 
least a portion of at least one condition, and wherein executing at least one context rule 
comprises executing at least one context rule when the respective portion of the at least one 
condition is satisfied. (Pg.7; 0117-0118, Pg.8; 0131) 

As per claim 50, Nykanen teaches: 

A method according to claim 49, wherein the at least one context rule is also capable of 
including at least one action to be performed when the respective portion of the at least one 
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condition is satisfied. (Pg.7; 0117-0118, Pg.8; 0131) 

As per claim 51, Nykanen teaches: 

A method according to claim 50, wherein a context consumer comprises an application 
for monitoring a health of a user of the mobile station, wherein at least one context rule relates to 
the health of the user, and wherein the respective at least one context rule comprises at least a 
portion of at least one condition relating to the health of the user, and an alert to be issued when 
the respective portion of the at least one condition is satisfied. (Pg.7; 01 17-01 18, Pg.8; 0131) 

As per claim 52, Nykanen teaches: 

A computer program (Pg.5; 0097) product for managing context-related information, the 
computer program product comprising at least one computer-readable storage medium having 
computer-readable program code portions stored therein, the computer-readable program code 
portions (Abstract, Pg.l; 0007, Pg.7; 0119) comprising: 

A first executable portion for receiving a measurement of at least a portion of at least one 
condition; (Pg.8; 0124-0127) 

A second executable portion for storing context-related information based upon the 
portion of the at least one condition; (Pg.8; 0128-0130) and 

A third executable portion for managing an exchange of the context-related information 
with at least one context consumer, wherein the third executable portion is adapted to receive a 
request for at least a portion of the context-related information from a context consumer, 
determine whether to grant permission for the context consumer to receive the requested portion 
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of the context-related information, and when permission is granted, transmit the requested 
portion of the context-related information. (Pg.5; 0098) 

As per claim 53, Nykanen teaches: 

A computer program product according to claim 52, wherein the third executable portion 
is further adapted to provide at least one subscription to at least a portion of the context-related 
information to the at least one context consumer. (140; Fig. 2A, Pg.8; 0124) 

As per claim 54, Nykanen teaches: 

A computer program product according to claim 52, wherein the second executable 
portion is adapted to store context-related information as at least one context atom that comprises 
at least a name and an associated value. (Pg.8; 0125) 

As per claim 55, Nykanen teaches: 

A computer program product according to claim 54, wherein the second executable 
portion is adapted to store context-related information as at least one context atom that further 
comprises at least one of a timestamp, a source identifier, a reliability of the respective value, 
and an accuracy of the respective value. (Pg.8; 0132) 

As per claim 56, Nykanen teaches: 

A computer program product according to claim 55, wherein at least a portion of the 
context-related information is based upon at least one of a timestamp, a source identifier, a 
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reliability of the respective value, and an accuracy of the respective value. (Pg.8; 0132) 

As per claim 57, Nykanen teaches: 

A computer program product according to claim 52, wherein the first executable portion 
is further adapted to process the portion of the at least one condition into context-related 
information. (Pg.7; 0117-0118, Pg.8; 0131) 

As per claim 58, Nykanen teaches: 

A computer program product according to claim 52, wherein the third executable portion 
is adapted to determine whether to grant permission in accordance with at least one rule. (Pg.5; 
0098) 

As per claim 59, Nykanen teaches: 

A computer program product according to claim 52, wherein the third executable portion 
is adapted to transmit the requested portion of the context-related information to at least one 
context consumer external to the mobile station such that the at least one context consumer is 
capable of determining a context of the mobile station based upon the transmitted portion of the 
context-related information. (Pg.9; 0133) 

As per claim 60, Nykanen teaches: 

A computer program product according to claim 52, wherein the third executable portion 
is further adapted to execute at least one context rule relating to at least a portion of the context- 



Application/Control Number: 1 0/8 1 7,401 Page 20 

Art Unit: 2688 

related information, wherein the at least one context rule is capable of including at least a portion 
of at least one condition, and wherein the third executable portion is adapted to execute at least 
one context rule when the respective portion of the at least one condition is satisfied. (Pg.7; 
0117-0118, Pg.8;0131) 

As per claim 61, Nykanen teaches: 

A computer program product according to claim 60, wherein the at least one context rule 
is also capable of including at least one action to be performed when the respective portion of the 
at least one condition is satisfied. (Pg.7; 0117-0118, Pg.8; 0131) 

As per claim 62, Nykanen teaches: 

A computer program product according to claim 61, wherein a context consumer 
comprises an application for monitoring a health of a user of the mobile station, wherein at least 
one context rule relates to the health of the user, and wherein the respective at least one context 
rule comprises at least a portion of at least one condition relating to the health of the user, and an 
alert to be issued when the respective portion of the at least one condition is satisfied. (Pg.7; 
0117-0118, Pg.8; 0131) 

Conclusion 

VI. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Sharad Rampuria whose telephone number is (571) 272-7870. 
The examiner can normally be reached on M-F. (8:15-4:45). 



Application/Control Number: 10/817,401 



Page 21 



Art Unit: 2688 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, George Eng can be reached on (571) 272-7495. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is (571) 273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://portal.uspto.gov/external/portal/pair. Should you have questions on access to 
the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll- 
free) or EBC®uspto.20v . 



JEANGELW 
PRIMARY EXAMINER 



Sharad Rampuria 
Examiner 
Art Unit 2688 




